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1882.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 34? 

The following annual reports were read and referred to the 
Publication Committee:—- 

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The Recording Secretary respectfully reports that during the 
year ending Nov. 30, 1882, fifteen members and six correspondents 
have been elected. 

The Council has endeavored to recommend for election as cor- 
respondent those only who deserve such recognition of their 
scientific standing, or who, as collectors and contributors, may 
confer material benefit on the society. 

Resignations of membership have been received from Ferris W. 
Price, T. L. Buckingham, T. Miles, H. W. Stelwagon and Henry 
Leffman. The name of one member-elect was ordered to be 
stricken from the roll in consequence of the provisions of the 
By-Laws not having been complied with within the prescribed 
time. 

The deaths of twenty-one members and eleven correspondents 
have been announced. The names of the deceased have been 
recorded in the printed Proceedings, under the several dates of 
announcement. 

Twenty-two papers have been presented for publication, as 
follows: Angelo Heilprin,3; Rev. Dr. H. C, McCook,2; Theodore 
D. Rand, 2 ; Henry S. Williams, 1 ; Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger, 1 ; 
L. T. Day, 1 ; Aubrey H. Smith, 1 ; Rafael Arango, 1 ; Dr. Harrison 
Allen, 1 ; J. S. Newberry, 1 ; Charles Mohr, 1 ; T. W. Eastlake, 1 ; 
R. E. C Stearns, 1 ; Dr. Joseph Leidy, 1 ; Drs. H. C. Wood and 
H. F. Formad, 1 ; Joseph Swain, 1 ; H. A. Keller, 1 ; E. S. Rein- 
hold, 1. These include four papers which were presented through 
the Mineralogical Section and published as part of its Proceedings. 
The paper by Drs. Wood and Formad, on Diphtheria, was with- 
drawn by the authors ; all the others have been printed. 

One hundred and fifty-two pages of the Proceedings for 1881, 
and two hundred and forty-eight for 1882, together with six 
lithographic plates, have been published. 

Some of the earlier numbers of the publications having been 
entirely exhausted, it was found necessary to reprint 75 pages 
and three plates of the quarto Journal and 38 pages of the 
Proceedings. The Publication Committee is greatly indebted to 
Mr. Chas. F. Parker, who has devoted much care to the arrange- 
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ment of our stock of the earlier publications. Apart from frequent 
errors of paging and numbering of signatures, no account had been 
taken of stock on hand since the removal of the society to the 
present building, and it required one of Mr. Parker's experience 
in such work to determine how far sets of the first ten volumes of 
the Proceedings could be completed. The result has been an 
unusually large return from sales of back numbers and complete 
sets, as may be seen by reference to the report of the Treasurer. 
It will, however, require considerable additional outlay for 
reprinting, to enable the Committee to fill orders for the first 
series of the Proceedings. The scarcer numbers and volumes 
have not, of course, been sold separately. 

One hundred and twenty-five copies of the Proceedings have 
been distributed to subscribers, and three hundred and forty to 
foreign and domestic exchanges. Of the latter, seventy-six have 
been sent by mail, and two hundred and sixty-four have been 
distributed by the Smithsonian Institution and its system of 
international agencies. 

The average attendance at the weekly meetings, which have been 
held without interruption, has been twenty-six. A r erbal communi- 
cations have been made by thirty -two individuals, and the majority 
of them have been published in the Proceedings. So well has the 
interest in these meetings been sustained, that it has been found 
desirable to report forty-three of them, or all but nine, and these 
for the most part held in midsummer, for the public papers. In 
addition to the regular meetings of the Academy, those of the Sec- 
tions have been held with the results recorded in the several reports. 

The By-Laws were amended as follows : — Art. 14, Chap. V, by 
striking out all after the word " meetings," in the third line, and 
inserting " and with like approval may change the same." Art. 
4, Chap. V, by adding " But Sections may admit persons not 
members of the Academy to be contributors under such rules and 
on such terms as the Section may determine, always provided, that 
a contributor shall not be eligible to office in a Section, or to vote 
on any question; and also provided that the rights and privileges 
of a contributor shall be restricted to attendance at the meetings 
of the Section, to the reading of original scientific papers and to 
taking part in the scientific discussions and proceedings exclu- 
sively, and that a contributor shall have no other right or privilege 
whatever in the Academv." 
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A proposition to so amend Art. 1, Chapter XI, as to prevent 
the loaning of type specimens from the Museum, was, on the 
recommendation of the Council, lost, it being the opinion of the 
majority that sufficient guarantee for their care and preservation 
already existed in the laws governing the loaning of specimens. 

On April 25, Dr. Chas. Schaeffer was elected a Curator to supply 
the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Kenderdine. He held the 
position until Oct. 31, when he resigned in consequence of a 
proposed continued absence from the country. As the vacancy 
occurred so near the end of the year, it was not deemed necessary 
to fill it until the casting of the annual ballot, which resulted in 
the election of Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger, together with the 
three Curators who had held office during the year. 

The death of Mr. Wm. S. Vaux left vacant a Vice-Presidency 
and a Curatorship. On May 23 the Rev. Dr. Henry C. McCook 
was elected to the former office and Mr. Jacob Binder to the latter. 
Mr. Thos. A. Robinson was elected to fill the vacancy in the 
Council, caused by the election of Rev. Dr. McCook as Vice- 
President, he thereby becoming an ex-officio member of the 
Council. 

At the meeting held May 23 a letter was read from a friend of 
the Academy, presenting through Mr. Jos. Jeanes the sum of 
one thousand dollars, to be appropriated in such manner as Mr. 
Jeanes might think best for the interests of the society. It having 
been suggested by Mr. Jeanes that the money might with advan- 
tage be made the nucleus of a Museum Fund, this disposition of 
the gift was ordered, and the meeting held May 30, adopted the 
following resolutions, placing the creation of the Fund on formal 
record : — 

Inasmuch as the Academy has determined to appropriate 
towards the creation of a Museum Fund, one thousand dollars 
which have been received from " a friend of the Academy," whose 
name is withheld at his request, through the kindly hands of Mr. 
Jeanes : — 

Besolved, That the Museum Fund thus begun be held under the 
provisions of the By-laws, Chap. VI, like other special funds. 

That Mr. Jeanes be requested to convey to our liberal friend 
the thanks of the Academy for his bounty and generous token of 
friendliness to scientific work. 

The Museum of the Academy, in some respects one of the 
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finest in the world, has grown almost entirely by gifts from those 
interested in the progress of the natural sciences. The Curators 
have never until now had even the smallest annual sum placed at 
their disposal for the purchase of desiderata, and many oppor- 
tunities, therefore, of obtaining such have been lost. Several of 
the departments of the Museum are now so large that a compara- 
tively small outlay will be sufficient to keep them abreast of current 
investigation. The value of a museum depends, not so much 
upon its size as upon the care taken by competent persons in the 
selection of the objects composing it. 

Thanks to the liberality of Mr. Isaiah V. Williamson, Mr. Jos. 
Jeanes and the late Dr. Thomas B.Wilson, the Academy is reason- 
ably well supplied with current scientific literature, but such fresh 
collections as have been studied from time to time by those con- 
nected with the society, either as members or students, have been 
for the most part secured by individual enterprise. It is hoped 
that the Museum Fund now created will be so added to as to fur- 
nish the means of procuring for the society material for original 
research. 

At the meeting held Sept. 12, a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Ruschenberger, Eedfield, Tryon, McCook and Meehan,was ap- 
pointed for the purpose of determining means for the extension of 
the building. 

In harmony with a suggestion made by Dr. Horatio C. Wood, 
during a communication to the Academy, Oct. 10, on the source 
of supply of the cinchona alkaloids, a committee, consisting of 
Messrs. H. C. Wood, Thos. Meehan, John K. Valentine, Isaac C. 
Martindale and John H. Redfield, was appointed to memorialize 
Congress as to the importance of making suitable experiment in 
the cultivation of Cuprea bark within the limits of the United 
States. 

No reports from these committees have as yet been received. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Recording Secretary. 



